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THE  SHARPE  FAMILY  OF  BURY  ST.  EDMUND’S.  No.  I. 

The  name  of  Sharpe  has  been  “writ  large”  in  the  annals  of 
Bury,  and  even  to-day  is  not  altogether  forgotten,  thanks  to  more 
than  one  charity  left  by  holders  of  that  name  to  the  old  town.  It 
may  perhaps  be  of  interest  to  record  a  few  facts  in  the  history  of 
the  family. 

The  founder  of  the  Bury  family  was  Richard  Sharpe,  a  yeoman 
of  Hessett.  He  owned  a  good  deal  of  land  there.*  some  of  which  he 
purchased  from  Sir  Thomas  Jermyn  before  1534  and  sold  in  1537  to 
ids  younger  son,  Robert,  then  described  as  a  chandler,  of  Bury. 

Richard  Sharpe  married  Joan . .  and  died  in  1537,  leaving  three 

sons:  Johu,  Roger,  and  Robert;  and  two  daughters:  Margaret  and 
.4vy8,  both  married.  In  his  will,  proved  at  Bury  12th  November,  1537 
(Poope,  fol.  8),  he  left  some  charitable  bequests  to  the  poor  of  Hessett, 
Bektoii  [?  Beighton],  and  Felsham.  The  remainder  of  his  property 
was  divided  among  his  children. 

John,  the  eldest  son,  migrated  to  London,  and  was  a  member  of 
the  Cloth  Workers’  Company.  lie  died  in  1543,  leaving  several 
children,  including  sons  Ralfe  and  Robert.  (Will.  P.C.C.,  Spert, 
fol.  27).  Roger, f  the  second  son.  lived  at  Hessett,  where  he  died 
in  1566.  He  was  twice  married,  and  had  issue  by  both  consorts.  He 
seems  to  have  prospered  as  a  malster,  and  left  large  bequests  to  his 
widow  and  children :  Jasper  (by  first  wife  Joan),  John,  Richard,  and 

Katherine  (married  to  .  Maltwarde).  His  will,  a  long  one, 

was  proved  at  Bury,  1 2th  September,  1566  (.Arnolde.  327).  Robert,  the 
youngest  son  of  Richard,  lived  in  Bury  ;  in  his  will  he  styled  himself 
a  mercer.  He  ahso  married  twice;  his  second  wife.  Barbara  Bacon, 
was  sister  of  Sir  Nicholas  Bacon,  Lord  Keeper,  and  aunt  to  the 
famous  Ijord  Chancellor.  By  his  fir.st  w’ife  Robert  Sharpe  had  only 
one  son.  Harry.J  but  the  second  wife  had  a  large  family,  including 
sons:  Robert,  Thomas  (1537-1578),  John,  and  Nicholas;  daughters: 
Joan  (married  Robt.  Heacham  or  Beacham).  Barbara  (married 
Bartholomew  Kemp,  Secretary  to  the  I-ord  Keeper),  Isabel,  and 

Margaret,  who  was  twice  married — (1)  Robert  Lukyn,  and  (2) . 

Carvell.  Robert  Sharpe  was  one  of  the  supervisors  of  the  lands  of 
Margaret  Odeham,  a  town  charity,  and  leases  granted  by  him  in  1543 
and  1547  are  preserved  among  the  Suffolk  Charters  in  the  Bodleian 
Library. 

*  In  the  Lay  Subsidy,  14-15  Hen.  VIII.  (1522-23),  there  are  the  following 
entries  under  Hessett; — 

Richard  Sharpe  in  m°  .  .  .  xx'*  zx* 

Roger  Sharpe  in  m®  .  .  .  .  xl*  xij'* 

t  Lay  Subsidy,  35  Hen.  VIII.  (1543) : — 

Hessett.  Roger  Sharpe,  for  goodes  .  .  xxvij*  iiij** 

J  liay  Subsidy,  3  Edw.  VI.  (1549-50)  : — 

Bury.  West  ward.  Harry  Sharpe  .  .  x‘‘  x* 

South  ward.  Robert  Sharpe  .  .  xxvj**  xxvj* 
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Robert  Sharpe  died  in  1557,  and  his  will  was  proved  at  Bury, 
24th  November  (Sunday,  fol.  309).  The  land  in  Hessett,  purchased 
of  his  father  in  1537,  was  left  to  his  eldest  son,  Henry,  and  also  a 
piece  of  ground  in  Short  Brakelond  Street  and  a  shop  in  Newmarket. 
The  Bury  and  Newmarket  properties  were  sold  in  1577  for  £40,  as  is 
shown  by  the  following  entry  in  Feet  of  Fines,  Hil.,  20  Elizabeth  ; — 

“  Henry  Sharpe  and  Joan  his  wife  sell  to  Robert  Brunwin  3  shops 
and  2  gardens  in  Bury  St.  Edmund’s  and  Newmarket  for  £40.” 

Except  for  some  small  bequests  to  St.  James’  Ohurcb,  Robert  left  the 
remainder  of  his  fortune  between  hie  widow,  children,  and  grand¬ 
children. 

Barbara  Sharpe,  the  widow,  died  17th  January,  1571,  and  her 
will,  a  long  and  interesting  one,  is  in  Bury  Registry  (Hum,  fol.  295). 
Among  other  property  she  bequeaths  to  her  son  Nicholas  ‘‘those 
premises  of  the  late  hospital*  without  and  nyghe  the  northgate  of 
the  sayde  town  of  Burye  with  the  appurtenances  of  to  the  late 
monastery  of  Bury  belonging  and  before  this  time  occupied  by  one 
Christopher  Peyton,  gent.”  This  legacy  was  conditional  upon 
Nicholas  paying  certain  specified  sums  of  money  to  his  brothers  and 
sisters.  I.P.M.,  20th  March,  16  Eliz.  (1573). 

Robert  Sharpe,  the  younger,  died  before  1571,  leaving  two 
daughters:  Awdrey  (born  1565)  and  Barbara  (born  1567).  Thomas 
Sharpe  was  placed  in  -  charge  of  his  uncle,  James  Bacon,  fishmonger 
and  alderman  of  London.  Bacon  died  in  1573,  and  left  a  legacy 
of  £30  to  Thomas  Sharpe.  His  brother  John,  who  died  14th  November, 
1577,  was  also  for  some  time  in  Bacon’s  service.  {See  Le  Neve’s 
Suffolk  Pedigrees,  Addl.  MSS.,  5523). 

Nicholas  was  a  Fellow  of  Trinity,  and  at  his  death  (4th  April, 
1576)  his  brother  Thomas  took  possession  of  hie  property  and 
obtained  letters  of  administration.  The  personal  property  was 
estimated  at  £36.  154.  6(i.,  plus  certain  debts  due  to  him  of  £13.  lOt. 
‘‘  It  was  decreed  that  the  same  Thomas  Sharpe,  administrator,  should 
have  for  his  paynes,  £6.  13*.  4d.  Item,  that  ho  should  presentlye 
delyver  unto  Henrye  Sharpe  of  Berye,  tallow  chaundler,  his  halfe 
brother,  being  a  poore  man  and  having  xj  children,  £6.  13*.  id. 
thereof,  he  to  have  half  in  money  and  thother  in  suche  goodes  as 
would  choise  as  they  were  prised.”  f  The  remaining  goods  were  to 
be  divided  “  between  the  bretherene  and  systerne  of  the  whole 
bloude  at  the  assignment  of  the  Ijord  Eeper  if  his  lordship  would 
take  order  or  els  of  Mr.  AndrewesJ  of  Berye.”  {Univereity  Wilh, 
vol.  ii.,  fol.  74). 

*  St.  Saviour's  Hospital,  without  Northgate,  Bury. 

t  In  the  Attorney  Itoll,  239  Mich.,  6-7  Eliz.  (1564-65)  is  a  record  of  a  case 
which  probably  refers  to  the  half-brother,  Henry. 

“'Ilios.  Skynner,  citizen  and  clothworker,  of  Ijondon  v.  Uenr  Sharpe  of  Bury 
St.  Edmund's,  chapman,  alias  Harry  Sharpe,  of  Bury.  Debt.” 

^  Thomas  Andrewes,  gent.,  was  one  of  the  trustees  appointed  in  the  will  of 
Barbara  Sharpe. 


K0TB8  AND  QDERIKS,  BTC. 
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Thomas  OTidently  made  a  good  thing  of  the  administration,  for 
we  find  he  retained  his  brother’s  real  estate  in  his  own  hands,  despite 
the  superior  claim  of  the  daughters  of  the  eldest  brother,  Bobert, 
deceased.  Thomas  Sharpe  died  2nd  June,  1578,  and.  his  will  was 
proved  15th  July  (P.C.C.  31  Langley).  There  are  money  legacies  to 
his  wife  Joan,  daughter  of  Thomas  Hunt,  and  to  his  two  sons: 
Thomas  and  Bobert.  Provision  is  made  for  two  “banketts”  to 
friends  and  to  the  “companye  of  yeomanrye.”  The  ho^ital  at 
Bury,  formerly  the  property  of  Nicholas,  is  left  to  the  elder  son  Thomas. 

Ten  years  later  (30  Eliz.)  an  Inquisition  Post  Mortem  was  held 
at  Bury  in  September  on  Nicholas  Sharpe.  The  claims  of  Bobert’s 
two  daughters  to  inherit  were  pleaded,  but  the  finding  of  the  jury 
was  that  Thomas,  junior  (born  1575),  was  heir.  It  is  probable  they 
came  to  this  conclusion  on  account  of  Nicholas  not  having  fulfilled  all 
tlie  conditions  of  his  mother’s  will  in  connection  with  this  inheritance, 
t.er.,  the  payment  of  certain  legacies. 

We  must  now  return  to  the  senior  branch  and  trace  the 
descendants  of  Jaspar,  the  eldest  son  of  Boger  Sharpe.  He  lived  in 

St.  James’  parish.  Bury  St.  Edmund’s,  married  Constance . . 

and  had  a  large  family.  Most  of  their  names  are  entered  in  the 
St.  James’  Begisters,  beginning  with  his  daughter  Margaret,  baptised 
in  1558,  almost  the  first  entry  in  the  book.  Jasper  died  1618,  leaving 
a  large  amount  of  property  in  Mildenhall  and  Hessett  among  his 
children  and  grandchildren.^  His  will,  proved  5th  November,  1618 
(P.C.O.  Meade,  1 12),  was  printed  in  the  Eatt  Anglian,  new  ser.,  vol.  i., 
p.  359.  Four  sons  survived  him  :  Simon  (born  1563),  John  (born  1564), 
Jasper  (born  eirea  1566).  and  Boger  (born  1569),  and  three  daughters. 
Margaret,  burn  in  1558,  was  married  in  1589  to  John  Sterne  f  of 
Whepsted.  He  died  in  1615,  and  about  two  years  later  she  became 
the  wife  of  Bobert  Nunne  of  Bury.  The  second  daughter,  Ann  (born 
1567),  was  married  in  1594  to  Thus.  Heywarde  of  Laweshall,  and 
the  youngest  daughter,  Joan  (born  1570),  was  married  to  John  Barker 
of  Bury.  They  had  one  son  (John)  and  seven  daughters,  one  of 
whom,  Sharpe  Barker,  was  married  to  William  Middleditch,  grocer, 
of  Bury. 

Jasper,  jun.,  was  appointed  his  father's  executor,  an  office  which 
involved  him  in  several  law  suits.  Among  these  was  a  claim  made  by  his 
brothers-in-law,  Nunne,  Heywarde,  and  Barker,  for  a  supplementary 
marriage-portion,  they  alleging  a  verbal  promise  made  by  their  late 
father-in-law.  {See  Chancery  Bills  and  Answers,  series  ii.,  pp.  377-42, 
1625,  4  th  July  and  4th  October). 

B.  Feeshan  Bdllen. 

(7'o  he  continued). 

*  Lay  Subsides: — 

Jasper  Sharpe,  in  lands  iiiju 

.19  Eliz.  (1696).  Hetiell.  Jasper  Sharpe  .  .  xviij*'  xlviij* 

8  Eliz.  (1566-66).  Bury,  Kisbie  ward  .  .  vj*  Tiij** 

f  Two  sons  were  bom  to  John  and  Margaret  Sterne,  John  and  Nathaniel.  The 
latter  was  in  Holy  Orders  ;  the  former  may  have  been  the  author  of  "A  Cotifirmation 
and  Diteovery  of  Witchcraft,  by  John  Stearne  of  Lawsball,  near  BurieSt.  Edmund's,” 
1648. 
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CHURCH  APPROPRIATION,  ELY  ARCHDEACONRY. 

{continued  from  p.  192).* 


Parishes. 

Annexed. 

Alienated.  j 

Impropriator. 

Babraham  (V.) 

Bassingbourn  (V.) 

125 

0 

0 

28 

10 

0  1 

H.  J.  Adeane. 

— 

- 

1 

15 

0  i 

1 

Trinity  College,  Camb. 

Kneesworth 

— 

— 

24 

15 

®  i 

William  Mason. 

Bourn  (V.)  . 

200 

0 

0 

625 

0 

0 

Christ’s  College,  Camb. 

Bvall  and  West  Fen  a 

— 

— 

400 

0 

The  Crown. 

Hale  and  Grunty  Fen  . 
Cambridge,  St.  Andrew 

— 

— 

- 

— 

0  1 

Less  (V.) 

Cambridge,  Little  St. 

— 

— 

28 

9 

1 

Jesus  College,  Camb. 

Marv  (V.) 

— 

— 

4 

9 

6 

St.  Peter’s  College,  Camb. 

Chatteris  (V.)  Hall  Wood 

— 

— 

42 

10 

0 

Dean  k  Chapter  of  Oxford. 

Comberton  (V.) 

109 

2 

0 

361 

10 

0 

Bishop  of  Ely. 

Duxford,  St.  John  (V.)  . 

150 

0 

0 

363 

0 

0 

Clare  Hall,  Camb. 

Eltisley  (V.) 

— 

— 

216 

9 

6 

G.  0.  Newton. 

Elm  (V.)  b  .  .  . 

30 

0 

0 

— 

Stuntney  (V.) 

— 

587 

10 

0 

Dean  &  Chapter  of  Ely. 

Fen  Dravton  (R.)  . 

— 

— 

447 

7 

6 

Christ’s  College,  Camb. 

Foxton  (V.) 

122 

0 

0 

538 

10 

0 

Dean  &  Chapter  of  Ely. 

Gamlingay  (V.) 

288 

0 

0 

259 

0 

0 

Alertun  College,  Oxford. 

,, 

— 

— 

259 

0 

0 

Sinecure  Rector. 

Hasiingfield 

651 

0 

0 

272 

0 

0 

John  Mitchell. 

Horseheath  (R.)  . 

452 

18 

0 

12 

10 

0 

Trinity  College,  Camb. 

M  e  .  , 

2 

0 

0 

— 

d  .  . 

0 

4 

0 

Islebam  (Y.) 

0 

2 

6 

_ 

496 

8 

0 

620 

0 

0 

Bishop  of  Rochester. 

— 

112 

10 

0 

Pembroke  College,  Camb. 

Linton  (V.)  . 

276 

10 

0 

776 

0 

0 

1  Pembroke  Hall,  Camb. 

Littleport  (V.) 

1940 

0 

0 

263 

19 

0 

:  Clare  Hall,  Camb. 

Litliiigtoii  (V.) 

230 

0 

0 

561 

0 

0 

;  Bishop  of  Ely. 

Madiiigley  (V.) 

75 

0 

0 

400 

0 

0 

Melbourn  (V.) 

231 

11 

0 

914 

5 

0 

Dean  and  Chapter  of  Ely. 

Newton  (V.) 

50 

15 

6 

291 

10 

3 

„  f  .  . 

0 

2 

9 

1 

11 

6 

Peterhouse,  Camb. 

Oakington  (V.jWestwick 

100 

0 

0 

— 

Shepreth  (V.) 

92 

0 

0 

303 

0 

0 

Brisco  Hill  Wortham. 

Shudy  Camps  (V.) 

176 

4 

0 

13 

8 

0 

Francis  Darrell. 

M  9 

7 

14 

6 

— 

- 

»  A 

7 

7 

6 

— 

- 

M  * 

Soham  (V.)  . 

3 

9 

0 

_ 

- 

1654 

10 

0 

700 

0 

0 

Pembroke  College,  Camb. 

stow  cum  Quay  (V.) 

— 

- 

551 

0 

0 

Bishop  of  Ely. 

Sutton  (V.)  . 

1179 

7 

0 

470 

0 

0 

Swavesey  (V.) 

1  268 

12 

6 

770 

0 

0 

99  99 

*  By  special  request  this  list  has  been  drawn  np  in  order  to  Kire  a  complete  catalogue  of  all 
benefices  appropriate  in  this  Archdeaconry.  Mr.  Norris’  list  (p.  IW)  was  only  intended  to  furnish 
an  example  of  the  practise  which  he  assailed. 

a  Extra-parochial,  h  Rector  of  TTpwell.  e  Vicar  of  Shndy  Camps,  d  Rector  of  Castle  Camps. 

«  Rector  of  Bartlow.  /  Vicar  of  Thriplow.  y  Rector  of  Horseheath.  A  Rector  of  Castle  Camps, 

t  Rector  of  Withersfleld, 
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Church  Appropriation  Ely  Archdeaconry  (continxud). 


PorighM. 

Annexed. 

Tadlow  (V.)  , 

127  8  0 

Triplow  k  .  .  . 

0  9  0 

Waterbeach  (V.)  . 

73  0  0 

Whaddon  (V.) 

105  4  0 

Wickcn  (V.) 

_ 

Wilburton  (V.) 

_ 

Wiabeach,  St.  Peter  (V.) 

1311  10  2 

Witcham  (V.) 

115  16  6 

Witchford  (V.)  . 

140  0  0 

Alienated.  |  Impropriator. 


5  10  0  I  Downinfr  College,  Camb. 

2  8  0  Dean  and  Chapter  of  Ely. 
9  6  6  I  Bishop  of  Ely. 

385  1  0  Dean  &  Chap,  of  Windsor. 

572  17  6  I  James  Thornton. 

570  0  0  I  Archdeacon  of  Ely. 

370  0  0  Dean  &  Chapter  of  Ely. 
633  0  0  „  „  „ 

430  0  0  „  „  „ 


The  total  works  out  at  £13,772.  6«.  ll<f.  Annexed,  and  £29,763.  18<.  Alienated. 


WITCHCEAFT  AT  SUTTON,  ISLE  OF  ELY,  1647. 

At  the  Assizes  held  at  Ely  on  Wednesday,  September  22nd,  1647, 
there  were  seventeen  cases  to  be  tried.  Thirteen  of  these  were 
accusations  of  witchcraft,  eight  being  women ;  there  were  two  cases 
of  stealing,  one  of  receiving  stolen  goods,  and  one  of  child  murder. 
These  charges  of  witchcraft  must  have  made  n  heavy  task  for  the 
judge  and  jury.  In  the  very  week  during  which  these  depositions 
were  made,  stirring  events  were  taking  place  in  the  Kingdom.  The 
Army  and  the  Parliament  were  at  each  other's  throats,  and  a  few 
days  afterwards  the  King  was  seized  by  Cornet  Joyce  at  Holmby 
House;  but  his  majesty's  justices  of  the  peace  in  the  Isle  of  Ely 
were  industriously  taking  down  the  delusions  of  a  poor  bereaved 
mother  frenzied  with  grief,  and  suggesting  to  her  further  admissions 
which  would  itiake  her  doom  certain.  The  worst  that  could  happen 
to  Margaret  Moer  now,  would  be  a  short  visit  to  a  hospital  for  the 
mentally  deranged ;  but  they  hanged  her  sure  enough  in  the  hard 
seventeenth  century. 

The  Informcbn  of  Perry  Jedrell,  gent,  of  Sutton,  taken  upon 
oth  before  Tho  Castell  y*  26  of  May,  1647. 

Whoe  saith  that  Margaret  Moer  said  unto  him  that  after  the 
death  of  hir  children  (being  in  the  nighte  tyme)  she  hard  a  voyce 
calling  to  hir  after  this  manner,  “  Mother,  mother,”  to  which  she 
answered,  “Sweet  children,  where  are  you,  what  would  you  have  with 
me  ?  ”  and  they  demanded  of  hir  drinck,  and  she  answered  that  she 
had  uoe  drincke,  then  there  came  a  voyce  which  she  conceaved  to  be 
hir  third  child,  and  demanded  of  hir  hir  soule,  otherwise  she  would 
take  away  the  life  of  hir  4“*  child,  which  was  the  only  child  she  had 
left,  to  which  voyce  she  made  answer  that  rather  then  she  would  lose 


*  Vicsr  of  Newton. 
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hir  last  child  she  would  consent  unto  the  giving  away  of  hir  sonle, 
and  then  a  spirit  in  the  likenes  of  a  uaked  child  appeared  unto  hir 
and  Buckt  upon  hir  Body.  And  further  confessed  that  she  sent  one 

of  hir  spirits  to  Thos  Nix,  etc.,  etc.  -r  ,  ,, 

^  Perry  Jetherell. 

The  ExaminaSSn  of  Margaret  Moer  of  Sutton,  taken  before 
Tho  Castell,  Esq^,  y*  26  of  May,  1647. 

Whoe  saith  that  she  hard  y®  voyce  of  hir  children  whoe  had 
formerly  died  calling  unto  hir  in  these  words,  “Mother,  mother, 
good  sweet  mother,  lett  me  in.’’  This  examinate  hearing  the  voyce 
of  her  children  she  answered,  “  My  children,  lie  arise  and  lett  you 
in,’’  and  immediately  she  went  to  the  dore  to  lett  them  inn,  and 
when  this  exam*®  had  opened  the  dore  she  saw  nothing,  but  hard  a 
voyce  saying,  “  Good  mother,  give  me  some  drincke.’’  This  examinate 
answered  that  she  had  noe  drincke  but  water,  whereupon  she  shut 
to  hir  dore  and  went  to  bed  agayne,  and  was  no  sooner  layd  but 
the  voyce  came  agayne  as  it  weare  neare  unto  her  bedside  and 
said,  “  Mother,  mother,  give  me  your  soule,  and  I  will  save  the  life 
of  your  4“*  child  which  is  now  living  with  you  ’’ ;  upon  these  words 
this  examinate  answers  that  she  would  give  her  consent  that  she 
should  have  hir  soule  and  the  spirit  demanded  of  hir  to  seale  the 
contract  with  hir  blood  which  she  agreed  unto  and  the  spirit  suckt 
upon  this  examinate  and  she  commanded  hir  spirit  Annis  to  goe  and 
betwitch  to  death  3  Bollokes  of  Tho  Maynes  of  Wichford,  w'*" 
Bollokes  all  died,  and  this  examinate  confesseth  she  commanded 
Margaret  her  other  spirit  to  goe  and  bewitch  to  death  one  Thomas  Nix, 
which  was  performed,  and  the  said  Thomas  Nix  at  Witchford  died, 
and  further  this  examinate  confesseth  that  she  sent  hir  spirit  Annis 
to  goe  and  betwitch  to  death  one  Cow  of  John  Foster  of  Wichford, 
which  Cow  forthwith  died,  and  she  confesseth  that  she  hath  done 
many  more  which  now  she  is  sorrie  for. 

Margaret  Moer. 

•  X 

hir  marke. 

The  InformcSn  of  Benjamen  Wyne,  taken  vpon  oth  before 
Tho  Castell,  on  of  his  ma”**  justices  of  the  peace  for  this 
Isle  y®  26  of  May,  1647. 

Whoe  saith  after  Margeret  Moer  the  wif  of  Bobert  was 
apprehended  to  be  a  witch  she  the  said  Markerit  confessed  to  this 
Informant  that  she  had  made  a  contract  with  the  divell  and  had 
given  away  hir  soule,  and,  being  by  this  Informant  asked  the  Reason 
why  she  did  so,  she  answered  because  she  would  save  the  life  of 
on  of  hir  children,  which  upon  the  contract  he  would  save  and  to 
doe  for  hir  what  she  should  command,  and  sent  her  spirits  w®**  suck’ 
upon  hir.  And  she  confessed  that  she  sent  hir  spirit  named  Annis 
to  betwitch  and  kill  on  Th5  Nix  of  Witchford,  and  he  forthwith 

Beniamen  Wyne. 
W.  M.  P. 


Linton,  Camit. 
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SOME  SUFFOLK  CHUECH  NOTES.  No.  LXXVI. 

{continued  from  p.  264). 

Little  Bealinob. 

This  church  (All  Saints)  is  a  very  plain  structure— of  decorated 
work — with  chancel,  nave,  west  tower  containing  two  bells,  and  a 
modern  north  aisle.  The  chancel  is  not  raised  above  the  nave,  and 
the  roofs  are  plastered  throughout.  The  font  has  suffered  cruel 
mutilation,  all  the  carving  having  been  cut  from  its  eight  sides, 
leaving  only  St.  Mark’s  lion  and  an  angel  figure  holding  a  shield, 
now  blank.  The  lions  sejant  round  the  base  of  the  font  have 
also  been  deliberately  cut  and  squared  out  of  all  resemblance  to 
life;  though  there  is  no  mention  of  the  church,  or  of  Great 
Bealings  in  Dowsing’s  Journal,  his  thankless  work  appears  to  have 
been  well  done  here.  The  Jacobean  pulpit  is  of  plain  design. 
There  is  a  low  west  gallery  in  the  nave.  No  very  old  inscriptions 
are  to  be  seen,  and  those  now  in  the  floor  are  partly  hidden  by 
benching  which  encroaches  on  the  old  passages.  A  marble  ledger 
slab  in  the  nave  has  this  cut  upon  it : — 

Here  Resteth  the  Body  of  M'  William  |  Rye  who  Departed  this 
Life  September  |  the  1711,  in  the  28th*'‘  year  of  his  Age. 

Adjoining  this  is  a  large  stone  with  carved  shield : — (Sa.)  a  lion 
rampant,  and  semee  of  fleur  de  lys  (Or),  a  canton  (Erm.),  Philippe. 

Near  this  Place  Lies  Inter'*  y*  Bodyes  of  |  Rich*"  Philipps  Late 
of  this  Parish,  Gent.,  |  And  Mary  His  Wife.  He  was  Buryed  | 
Oct'  y*  lO***  1682  Aged  65  years,  |  And  She  Oct'  y*  e***  1700,  Aged  64 
Years.  |  Also  Oartrude  Philipps,  Spinster,  One  |  of  y*  Daughters,  | 
And  Nicho*  Philipps  Gen*  Son  of  y'  Said  |  Rich**  &  Mary.  She 
was  Buryed  May  y*  S'*  |  1692  Aged  35  Years,  |  And  He  Sept'  y'  19, 
1726  Aged  65  Years.  |  And  Also  Ann  Eliz.,  One  of  y®  Daughters  | 
of  y®  s'*  Nicho*,  Buryed  lu.  y*  18,  1723,  Aged  27  Years.  |  Mary 
Ballance,  Widdow,  One  other  of  y*  |  Daughters  of  y*  Above-Nam’d 
Rich'*  &  Mary  |  Was  Also  Buryed  Near  this  Place  Dec'  y*  I?***  1728  | 
Aged  64  Years.  By  Whose  Order  this  |  Stone  Was  Here  Laid. 

The  next  stone  is  uudated  : — 

Here  Lyeth  the  Body  of  |  Dorothy  theWife  of  Michael  Qrigg,  Gen*. 

Another  stone  is  inscribed  : — 

Here  lyeth  the  body  of  John  |  Crosse  Gen*  who  Departed  |  this 
life  the  9“'  of  May  1684  j  Aged  68.  |  Also  Keeble  Crofse  Gen*  | 
Second  son  of  lohn  Crofse  |  who  Died  18***  Decemb.  1711,  iEtat.  58. 

On  a  slab  before  the  altar  step  may  be  seen  this  shield: — (Az.)  a 
fess  ermine  between  three  alps  close  (Arg.),  Alpe.  The  crest  is  a 
bull’s  head  couped. 

Edwardus  Alpe  Med.  Doctor  |  ob.  25  Dec'  Anno  1700. 

Yet  another  incised  slab  lies  before  the  altar : — 

Here  Lyeth  the  Body  of  |  Elizabeth  Wife  of  |  William  Hurnard 
Gent.  I  Eldeft  Daughter  of  the  |  Revd.  Mr.  John  Blyth  |  Formerly 
Rector  of  this  Parilh.  |  She  departed  this  Life  |  the  2'*  of  Deo**'  1758  | 
Aged  33  Years. 
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A  large  tablet  in  the  chaucel  north  wall  is  in  memorj  of  Maria, 
wife  of  James  Colvin,  Esq.,  who  died  in  London,  May  31,  1834, 
aged  54  ;  iier  husband  also  died  in  London,  May  4***,  1847,  aged  80; 
John  Russell  their  second  son,  of  Bengal  Civil  Service.  Lieut.-Qovernor 
of  the  N.W.  Provinces  of  India,  died  at  Agra,  Sept.  9,  1857,  aged  50; 
and  Edward  Thomas  their  fourth  and  youngest  son,  of  the  Bengal 
Civil  Service,  died  at  Calcutta,  Novr.  e**",  1857,  aged  42. 

The  arms  on  this  monument  are: — (Erm.)  a  cross  floury  (Az.\ 
two  leopard’s  faces  (Or)  in  chief,  Colvin. 

Under  the  east  window  outside  is  a  mural  inscription  in  memory 
of  Robert  Meadows,  infant  son  of  Poussin  Hassard  and  Catherine 
Head  Nursey,  died  May  31,  1839,  aged  6  months. 

A  head-stone  in  the  churchyard  to  John  Hogger  (presumably  a 
blacksmith),  Octr.  26“*,  1857,  aged  87,  has  this  well-known  verse: — 

My  sledge  and  hammer  lie  reclined. 

My  bellows,  too,  have  lost  their  wind. 

My  fire’s  extinct,  my  forge  decayed. 

And  in  the  dust  my  vice  is  laid. 

My  coal  is  spent,  my  iron  gone. 

My  nails  are  driv’n,  my  work  is  done. 

{To  ht  continued).  H.  W.  Birch. 


COLEMAN’S  CAMBRIDGESHIRE  DEEDS.  No.  III. 

{continued  from  p.  269). 

1614.  May  20.  Manor  of  Cottenham,  alias  Crowland  and 
Lisles  in  Cottenham,  Ramptou,  etc.  Sold  by  Edward  Hyite  of 
Madingley,  esquire,  to  Thomas  Hobson  of  Cambridge,  carrier 
(“HobSon’s  choice”),  for  £5000. 

1716.  Accounts  of  Anne  Campbell,  widow,  the  executrix  of 
Dr.  James  Smith,  rector  of  Cottenham.  His  daughter  Penelope 
was  sole  heiress.  Most  interesting;  e.g.,  “Laide  out  for  my  neice 
in  her  sicknese  of  the  small  pox,  to  the  doctor  eight  guineas.” 
“  Paide  for  the  Escuchons,  £2.  18<.”  “Paid  for  a  pairs  of  Stayes, 
£2.  2<.”  It  is  hoped  that  the  whole  of  this  account  will  shortly 
appear. 

1669.  Grant  of  the  advowson  of  Cottenham.  To  all  Christian 
People  to  whome  these  psents  shall  come  I,  Katherine  Hobson,  of 
Cottenham,  in  the  county  of  Cambridge,  widdowe,  Patronesse  of  the 
Rectory  of  the  parish  church  of  Cottenham  aforesaid  in  ye  diocese  of 
Elye,  send  greeting  in  our  Lord  God  everlasting.  Know  yee  that  I, 
the  said  Katherine  Hobson,  for  divers  good  Causes  and  Coiisideracoiis 


thereunto  espetialiy  moveiug,  Have  Given,  granted  and  Confirmed, 
and  by  these  psents  doe  give,  grant,  and  Confirm  unto  William 
Richardson  of  Grayes  luue  in  the  County  of  Middlesex,  Esquire,  his 
Executor,  Administrator,  and  Assigues  the  first  and  next  Advowson, 


NOTES  AND  QUERIES,  ETC. 


281 


Donacon,  Collason,  nomination,  psentation,  and  free  disposison  of  the 
aforesaid  Rectory  of  tlie  parisii  ciiurch  of  Couteiiliam,  witli  all  the 
rights,  members,  and  appurtenances  whatsoever,  willing  and  granting 
by  this  my  psent  writing  that  it  shall  and  may  be  lawfiill  to  and  for 
the  said  William  Richardson,  his  Executors,  administrators,  and 
assigns  to  the  said  Church  with  all  Rights  and  appurtenances  what¬ 
soever,  howsoever,  and  by  what  waysoever,  whether  by  Death, 
Resignation,  Privation,  Cession,  deprivacon,  or  by  any  other  way  or 
meanes  whatsoever  the  same  Church  first  and  next  shall  happen  to 
be  void,  any  honest  and  learned  Clerke  to  present.  In  whitnesse 
whereof  I  have  hereunto  Sett  ray  hand  and  Seale  the  fifteenth  day  of 
July  In  the  yeare  of  o'  Lord  Christ  one  thousand  six  hundred 
sixty-nine  and  in  the  one  and  twentieth  year  of  ye  Reign  of  o' 
Sovereign  Lord  Charles  the  second  by  the  grace  of  God  of  England, 
Scotland,  ffrance,  and  Ireland,  King  defender  of  the  faith,  etc. 

Katheren  hobson. 

[Mistress  Hobson  was  probably  the  widow  of  the  celebrated 
carrier,  who  at  one  time  owned  much  property  in  this  parish.  But 
neither  Hobson  nor  Richardson  ever  presented  to  the  Rectory.*] 

1650.  Oct.  21.  Gyles  Robson  of  Harlton,  gent.,  and  Gyies 
Robson  his  s.  and  h.  app‘,  of  one  part,  and  Robert  Robson,  Alderman, 
of  Cambridge,  of  the  other.  For  £100  Gyles  sells  to  Robert  the 
messuage  in  Newuham  between  the  tenement,  formerly  Dr.  Thos. 
Wendy’s  and  now  John  Plumb’s,  on  the  W.,  and  Newuham  Water¬ 
mill  on  £.,  and  two  cottages  also  at  Newnham. 

1686.  May  4.  2  Jas.  II.  At  the  Court  held  in  the  Guildhall 

James  Hawkes  transfers  to  William  Gyver  a  booth  lying  at  the  north 
end  of  Garlick  Row  in  Stirbridge  Fair  called  “The  three  greene 
broomes” 

1748.  Probate  copy  of  will  of  Thos.  Tookie  and  son,  vicar  of 
Chippenham,  Canibs.,  “To  the  D.  and  C.  of  Ely.  £20  towards 
taking  out  copies  from  the  proper  office  of  the  deeds  of  sale  [ 
when  their  lauds  were  sold  by  the  then  powers.” 

1676.  Dame  Frances  Russell,  relict  of  John  Russell,  late  of 
Chippenham,  Cambs.,  Baronet.  Mortgages  to  Edward  Atkyn  of 
Lincoln  Inn,  Esq.,  for  £3500,  the  manors  or  Lordship  of  Chippenham 
and  Brent  Grange,  and  all  that  scite  of  the  dissolved  Priory  ^  of 

*  The  Bishop  of  Ely,  who  has  the  patronage  of  Cottenbam,  must  hare  made 
a  grant  (undoubtedly  for  some  valuable  consideration)  of  the  next  presentation  to 
Mrs.  Uobsou.  The  living  became  vacant  by  the  death  of  Dr.  John  Manby  in  1671. 
The  Archbishop  presented  the  Kev.  lienry  Compton,  8.T.P.,  in  1671  (as  John  Pepys 
of  Cottenham  presented  Dr.  Fleming  in  1581),  by  virtue  presumably  of  an  acquired 
‘Option’  (vide  East  Anglian,  vul.  xiii.,  pp.  49,  50,  114,  131).  It  is  supposable 
that  this  grant  (without  consideration  be  it  noted)  was  equitably  arranged  to  the 
mutual  satisfaction  of  the  parlies. — Ed. 

t  These  deeds  of  sale  were  executed  about  1650,  and  enrolled  on  the  close 
roll  of  that  date.  The  deeds  enumerate  in  detail  the  lands  sold,  giving  the 
boundaries  of  the  strips  in  the  open  6elds. 

X  This  was  a  Preceptory  of  Knights  of  St.  John. 
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Chippenham,  and  that  mansion  house  called  Chippenham  Hail  and 
outbuildings,  with  Parecroft,  The  Grove,  The  New  Park,  The  More, 
Lathmore,  and  the  tithes  of  the  Rectory. 

1608.  Probate  copy  of  will  of  John  Allen  of  Ellesworth, 
yeoman,  made  30  Oct.  Body  to  churchyard.  To  poor  of  E.,  6/8, 
on  day  my  burial.  To  son  Thos.,  20/-,  at  same  time.  To  grandson 
Robt.  A.,  £5,  within  4  years.  To  grandson  Thos.,  £3.  To  grandaur 
Joan  Allen,  the  coffer  at  my  bedd’s  feete  and  the  peynted  clothes 
about  it.  Margaret  Allen,  daugher.  To  grandson  John  Allen, 
messuage  called  Asplnnds,  who  is  executor  and  legatee  residuary. 
Proved  7  Jan.  following. 

1640.  May  16.  Probate  copy  of  will  of  John  Alin  of  Elsworth. 
To  son  George,  Cawdleend  close.  To  son  Robert,  a  windmill  and 
the  hill  it  stands  on  in  E.  To  wife  Anne  and  daur  Sara,  house 
where  he  dwells,  remainder  to  son  Robert.  To  son  John,  £40; 
W“,  £40 ;  dr  Ann,  £40.  To  wife,  household  goods  and  4  milch 
cowes.  To  dr  Sara,  one  red  milch  cow.  To  son  Robert,  4  pieces 
of  mill  timber  of  oke.  Son  Robert  to  give  wife  Anne  3  pecks  of 
mill  come  and  one  peck  of  wheat  every  week  during  her  life. 
Residuary  and  executor,  son  Thomas. 

1621.  May  10.  John  Payne,  in  performance  of  the  faith  and 
trust  placed  in  him  by  the  people  of  Elm,  has  granted  to  Robert 
Balam,  jun.,  gent.,  John  Balani,  gen.,  Robert  Payne,  John  Marshall, 
Robert  Marshall,  jun.,  John  Payne,  juii.,  Thom.  Wytter,  jun.,  Henry 
Daysborowe,  Thomas  D.,  sen.  and  jun.,  Chris.  Allen,  Tho.  Newcomen, 
jun.,  of  Elm,  yeomen,  “  quandam  viam  et  liberum  passagium  ad 
fugandum  et  refugandum  omnia  averia,  et  Catalla  quecumque  in- 
habitantibus  de  Elm  pertinentibus  omnibus  temporibus  anni,  a 
quodam  loco  vocato  Lovedayes,  diche  in  Elme  usque  quendam  locum 
vocatum  Maries  dam  et  sic  ab  inde  usque  Fenbridge.”  To  be  held 
for  use  of  the  whole  village,  with  full  rights  as  in  charter  granted  to 
John  Balam,  gent.,  3  Edward  VI.  (1549). 

1671.  Feb  2"*.  Hugh  Floyd*  of  Fordham,  clerk,  grants  to 
Gervase  Russell,  Esq”,  6  acres  of  arable  laud,  in  performance  of  a 
marriage  agreement  made  in  August  last  between  the  said  Gervase 
Russell  and  Mabel,  the  daughter  of  Hugh  Floyd.  The  following 
names  occur: — Kenninghall  Field,  King’s  Path,  Biggenfield,  Dale’s 
pond,  Barrowfield.  Entailed  to  their  bodily  heirs,  and  remainder  to 
Gerald’s  heirs. 

1746.  Probate  copy  of  John  Proctor  of  Hilrow,  Haddeuham,  gent. 
To  son  John,  freeholds  and  copyholds.  Daurs.  Ann  and  Elizabeth, 
£3  a  year  until  21,  and  then  £61)  a  piece;  to  unborn  child  the  same. 
Wife  Ann.  Proved  1760. 

Catharine  Parsons. 

{To  he  eontinued). 

*  Floyd  was  appointed  vicar  of  Fordham  in  lfi44,  soon  after  the  sequestration 
of  Stephen  Hall,  and  remained  till  his  death  in  1689. 
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THE  RECORDS  OF  THE  CITY  OF  NORWICH.* 

The  publication  of  the  8econd  volume  of  the  Records  of  the  City 
of  Noricich  is  indicative  of  a  very  general  interest  in  the  municipal 
affairs  of  an  important  communit}’  in  the  far-ofi  days.  Not  that 
these  “Records”  contain  nothing  of  interest  viewed  apart  from 
Norwich — very  far  from  it.  The  conditions  of  life  in  the  great 
industrial  and  other  centres  of  population  were  not  widely  different, 
and  we  are  constantly  being  reminded  of  ties,  more  or  less  intimate, 
that  link  one  branch  on  to  another  in  numberless  ways.  The  kinship 
of  the  world  at  large  is  very  pronounced  when  the  area  of  interest  is 
more  restricted,  and  in  turning  over  the  pages  of  a  work  dealing  with 
the  social  and  industrial  development  of  a  city  like  Norwich  we  are 
made  sensible  of  features,  which  however  far  unique,  are  common 
in  a  measure  to  all  communities.  This  view  receives  confirmation  in 
this  publication  of  select  municipal  documents.  &c.  It  is,  however, 
to  those  interested  in  East  Anglia,  and  Norwich  in  particular,  that 
the  contents  of  these  volumes  particularly  appeal.  The  first  volume, 
dealing  as  it  did  with  the  government  and  administration  of  the 
city,  was  necessarily  somewhat  limited  in  its  scope,  but  the  second 
volume  covers  a  much  wider  ground  and  possesses  larger  interests. 
Every  really  important  phase  of  municipal  life  comes  before  us  with 
the  result  that  we  obtain  a  comprehensive  and  graphic  view  of  the 
local  government  under  which  our  forefathers  lived,  and  so  desirable 
a  picture  is  well  worth  possessing.  The  choice  of  documents  from  so 
extensive  a  collection  has  been  made  with  singular  judgment  by  the 
honorary  archivist  of  the  city,  Mr.  J.  C.  Tingey,  F.S.A.,  who  writes 
an  able  and  informing  introduction  of  148  pages,  and  is  in  fact 
responsible  for  the  volume.  The  arrangement  is  highly  satisfactory, 
each  class  of  document  being  placed  in  chronological  order  according 
to  the  sources  from  which  the  same  is  derived.  As  a  work  of 
local  importance  these  “Records”  are  unique  in  the  form  in  which 
they  are  presented  to  us,  being  under  the  immediate  authority  of  the 
Corporation,  or  rather  a  committee  of  that  body,  and  in  the  nature 
and  plan  of  the  undertaking.  Cambridge  has  its  four  invaluable 
Mr.  0.  H.  Cooper) ;  Ipswich  has  Bacon's  Annals,  and  its  Great  Court  and 
volumes  of  Annals  (the  work  of  its  ill-requitted  Town  Clerk,  the  late 
Assembly  Books  (printed  in  great  part  in  past  volumes  of  the  East 
Anglian),  but  these  are  all  the  outcome  of  private  enterprise,  and 
do  not,  except  in  a  lesser  degree,  resemble  the  Norwich  Records. 
Among  the  contents  there  are,  in  addition  to  a  selection  of  deeds 
enrolled  in  the  City  Court  and  other  miscellaneous  documents, 
accounts  of  bailiffs,  treasurers,  and  other  officials,  proceedings  of  the 
iCity  Assembly  and  Court  of  the  Mayoralty,  extracts  from  the  book 
of  customs  and  other  books  of  municipal  importance,  the  book  of 

*  Compiled  and  edited  by  the  Rev.  William  Hudion,  F.S.A.,  and  J.  0.  Tingey, 
F.S.A.  Twelve  plates.  Norwich  and  London :  Jarrold  k  Sons.  Royal  8vo., 
pp.  i. — cxlviii.,  1 — 444. 
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Dutch  and  Walloon  strangers,  etc.,  the  volume  of  the  Gild  of  St. 
George,  and  various  supplementary  notes.  The  original  Latin  or 
Norman-French  is  in  all  cases  accompanied  by  a  good  translation. 
It  would,  of  course,  be  quite  impossible  in  a  notice  of  this  character 
to  do  anything  like  adequate  justice  to  the  intensely  interesting 
contents  of  the  volume,  the  nature  of  which  may  be  in  a  measure 
guaged  by  the  mention  of  such  topics  as  the  rebellion  of  Earl  Ralph 
in  1075,  Lytester’s  tumult  in  1381,  the  rising  of  Robert  Kett  in  1549, 
and  the  riot  of  1272,  which  arose  out  of  the  quarrels  between  the 
city  and  priory.  The  more  peaceful  side  of  city  life  abounds  with 
instances  affecting  the  crafts  and  gilds.  The  progress  of  the 
Reformation  is  marked  in  such  documents  as  the  interesting 
ordinances  concerning  occupations,  promulgated  in  1543.  The  word 
“gild”  gives  place  to  “  fellowship,”  and  “service”  is  substituted  for 
“masse”  {gilde  me»»e),  otherwise  called  a  “solemn  service.”  History 
strangely  repeats  itself,  for  when  in  1854  Beethoven’s  Mass  in  C 
was  given  at  the  Norfolk  and  Norwich  Musical  Festival,  it  was 
persistently  called  a  Servie*  by  the  Norwich  citizens,  and  was  in  fact 
the  cause  of  strife.  Trade  regulations,  the  action  of  the  oppressive 
Poor  Law  in  the  days  of  Queen  Elizabeth  (which  included  the 
whipping  of  idle  and  destitute  persons,  etc.),  furnish  us  with  much 
curious  information.  Many  striking  aspects  are  presented  of  the 
city’s  early  state  and  gradual  development  in  a  well-nigh  ezhaustless 
body  of  evidence.  The  work  is  one  that  will  be  increasingly  prized, 
and  not  only  are  all  parties  concerned  in  its  production  to  be  con¬ 
gratulated,  but  the  possessor  of  the  volumes  will  regard  his 
acquisition  with  unbounded  satisfaction. 


EAST  ANGLIAN  BRIEFS  FROM  THE  REGISTER  OF 
ST.  MARGARET’S,  WESTMINSTER,  1644—1793. 

1653.  £.  I.  d. 

Jan.  22.  Towards  the  Great  Loss  by  fPyer  in  the 
towne  of  Bungay  in  the  county  of 
Suffolk  .  .  .  .  .240 

Feb.  12.  Towards  the  Great  Loss  by  ffyrer  in  the 
towne  and  parish  of  Newmarket  in  the 
1657.  county  of  Suffolk  .  .  .  2  14  0 

May  3.  Towards  the  Great  Loss  by  ffyer  in  the 
towne  of  Swaffham  in  the  county  of 

1659.  Norfolk*  .  .  .  .  3  10  8 

.  Towards  the  Great  Loss  by  ffyer  in  the 

towne  of  Southwoulde  in  the  county  of 

1660.  Southfoulke  .  .  .  .480 

July  22.  For  a  Great  Loss  by  ffyer  in  the  town  of 

Thackerham  [^Fakenhatn]  in  the  county 
of  Northfolk  .  .  .  .  5  12  0 

•  Entered  in  Bewes’  Church  Brief c,  as  in  Cauibs.  — Eu. 
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1662. 

Oct.  26.  Towards  the  great  loss  by  ffier  in  the  towne  £.  «.  d. 

1663.  of  Soulbay  in  the  county  of  Suff’k  .  3  0  9 

Aug.  15.  Towards  the  great  Loss  by  ffyer  in  ye  towne 

of  Milton  in  ye  county  of  Cambridge  .  10  0 

Nov.  8.  Towards  the  Rebuilding  of  the  Church  and 
Steeple  of  the  towne  of  Harwhich  in 

1664.  the  county  of  Essex  .  .  .  1  10  0 

Nov.  13.  Towards  the  great  Loss  by  ffyer  near 

1666.  Coulchester  in  the  county  of  Essex  .  2  18 

Jan.  27.  Towards  the  Great  Loss  by  ffyer  in  the 
towne  of  Linxton  [Z7jmx<om]  in  the  county 
of  Cambridg  .  .  .  .400 

May  20.  Towards  the  Releif  of  the  poore  visited  in 

Coulchester*  .  .  .  .  10  5  0 

June  3.  Towards  the  Relif  of  the  poore  visited  in 

the  towne  of  Coulchester  .  .  6  3  0 

„  24.  Towards  the  Relif  of  the  poor  visited  of 

Collchester  .  .  .  .630 

July  15.  Towards  the  Relife  of  the  poore  visited  in 
the  cittie  of  Cambridg  and  the  cittie  of 
Winchester  .  .  .  .860 

,,  29.  Towards  ye  Relif  of  the  poor  visited  in 

the  cittie  of  Salsbury,  Winchester,  and 
Cambridg  .  .  .  .550 

Aug.  12.  Towards  the  Relif  of  the  poore  visited  in 

1669.  Salsbury,  Winchester,  and  Cambridg  .  4  15  0 

Jan.  16.  Towards  the  Great  Loss  by  ffyer  in  the 
towne  of  Islehaiu  in  the  county  of 
Cambridg  .  .  .  .  3  10  4 

Jan.  27.  Towards  the  Great  Loss  by  ffyer  in  the 
towne  of  Linxton  \^IIinxton\  in  the 
county  of  Cambridg  .  .  .400 

Aug.  15.  Towards  the  Great  Loss  by  ffyer  in  the 
towne  of  Thetford  in  the  county  of 

1671.  Norfolk  .  .  .  .  .390 

July  16.  Towards  the  Repaireing  of  the  parish 

church  of  Waltham  in  the  county  of 

1675.  Essex  .  .  .  .  .300 

May  12.  Towards  the  Great  Loss  by  ffyer  in  Wotton 

1676.  in  the  county  of  Norfolk  .  .  3  18  0 

Feb.  11.  Towards  the  Great  Loss  by  ffyer  in  the 

towne  of  Cottenham  in  the  county  of 

1677.  Cambridg  .  .  .  .  2  11  6 

Jan.  20.  Towards  the  great  Loss  by  ffyer  in  the 

parish  of  Blithburgh  in  the  county  of 

Suffolk  .  .  .  .  .  2  16  5i 

*  This  and  following  five  entries  relate  to  the  visitation  of  the  Plague. — Ed. 
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1678. 

Mar.  23.  Towards  the  Great  loss  by  ffler  in  the  towne  £.  «.  d. 
of  Horsham  St.  ffaithes  in  the  county  of 
1681.  Norffolk®  .  .  .  .  1  19  6 

April  19.  Collected  then  in  the  parish  of  St.  Margrett 
in  Westminster  from  house  to  house 
accordiug  to  a  briefe  for  East  Dearham 
in  the  county  of  Norfolk  .  .  21  15  0^ 

Sept.  25.  Towards  the  Great  Loss  by  ffyer  in  the 
towne  of  Dingfordf  in  the  county  of 
1683.  Cambridg  .  .  .  .  2  11  10 

April  15.  Towards  the  great  loss  by  ffyer  in  Stoke  by 

1685.  Clare  in  the  countye  of  Suffolke  .  3  0  0 

May  24.  Towards  the  great  Loss  by  ffire  at  Cawston 

1 690.  in  the  countye  of  Norfolke  .  .  2  8  0 

July  16.  Towards  the  losse  by  fire  at  Bungy  .  25  0  8| 

1691. 

June  21.  Towards  a  great  Losse  by  Sea  of  one  John 
Clopton  and  others  by  merchandizing 
1693.  from  Norwich  to  London  .  .  19  4 

Nov.  24.  Towards  a  great  losse  by  fire  att  EIsford  J 

1696.  in  ye  county  of  Cambridge  .  .  0  19  0 

Oct.  18.  Towards  a  great  losse  by  fl&re  in  the  Isle  of 

1704.  Ely§  .  .  .  .  .  2  1  5| 

July  30.  Losse  by  fire  at  Great  Massingham  in  ye 

1706.  county  of  Norfolk  .  .  .  110  0 

May  26.  For  a  ffire  in  the  parish  of  Chatteris  in  the 

1707.  Isle  of  Ely  in  ye  county  of  Cambridge  .  2  10  6^ 

June  15.  On  a  brief  for  fire  at  Little  Port  in  the  Isle 

of  Ely.  Loss,  £3931.  18s.  .  .356 

Nov.  9.  For  Orford  Cliurch  Brief  in  ye  count}’  of 

1708.  Suffolke,  1450“  .  .  .  .2  4  2^ 

April  25.  Gt  Yarmouth.  Ijoss  by  fire,  1228“  and  upwards  2  10  4 
Feb.  13.  Harlowe.  Losse  by  ffire,  £2035  and 

1711.  upwards  .  .  .  .  2  16  0^ 

April  29.  Witham  church  and  steeple.  11  Charge,  1210“  2  4  3 

Oct.  21.  Long  Melford  church,  Suffolke,  1800“  .  12  6 

Dec.  9.  St.  Mary’s  church  in  Colchester  .  .  2  17  4| 

1712. 

May  11.  West  Tilbury  church.  Damage,  1 1 1 7“  and 

upwards  .  •  .  .  1  11  9^ 

Feb.  15.  Woodham  Ferry  church  [Woodham  Ferris, 

1714.  Essex].  Damage,  1425“  .  .  1  17  7^ 

July  27.  The  towne  of  Bottisham  in  Cambridgeshire. 

Loss  by  fire,  £3569  and  upwards ; 

from  house  to  house  .  .  .  8  14  9^ 

*  Entered  in  Bewes'  Church  Briefi  (incorrectly)  under  Surrey. — Ed. 
t  This  should  be  Duxford.  ^  EUworth.  }  This  was  at  Strctham. — Ed. 

0  Entered  in  Bewes  as  Wishaw  (Warw.). 
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1715. 

Aug.  28. 

1717. 

Feb.  16. 

1718. 

Feb.  15. 


For  Kentford  church,  com.  Suffolk,  loss 
by  ffire.  Damage,  £1057  and  upwards  . 
Ellingham  and  Wisbech.  Loss  by  Fire, 
£1611  and  upwards 

Little  St.  Andrew’s,  Barnwell,  in  Cambridge. 
Loss  by  fire,  3842“  and  upwards 


£.  «.  d. 

1  13  9^ 

2  12  9 

1  15  1 


{I'o  he  continued).  R.  Freeman  Bullen. 


REPLY. 

“Evidence  Coffer”  (pp.  236,  255). — An  earlier  instance  occurs 
in  the  will  (see  Pmeeedingt  of  Suff.  Jnst.  Arch.,  vol.  x.,  pp.  153-158, 
and  Muskett’s  Suffolk  Manorial  Familiet,  vol.  ii.,  p.  389)  of  Robard 
Partrich  of  Sudbury,  formerly  of  Acton,  Suffolk,  dated  8th  December, 
1489  : — “  Also  I  bequeth  to  Robert  my  sonne  the  Residue  of  all  myn 
horses  and  bests  and  clothis  to  my  body  w*  my  spruce  Comter  and 
Guidences*  [Yuidences  =  Evidences]  in  the  same,”  i.e.,  as  Professor 
Skeat  kindly  explained  to  me,  his  chest  or  hutch  made  of  spruce  fir, 
with  its  lid  painted  with  chequers  to  help  him  in  keeping  his  accounts 
(“Compter”),  and  containing  his  evidences  or  title  deeds. 

The  Retideney,  Abeokuta,  Southern  Nigeria.  CHARLES  PARTRIDGE. 


BOOK  NOTICES. 

For  Kett  and  Countryside  :  A  Tale  op  the  Norfolk  Rebellion.  By 
F.  0.  Tansley.  London  :  Jurrold  &  Sons.  The  revolt  of  the  Norfolk  peasantry 
in  1549  is  treated  in  a  most  interesting  manner  by  a  writer  who  has  not  only 
made  himself  familiar  with  the  local  surroundings  and  historical  associations  of 
the  memorable  “rising,”  but  he  has  undoubtedly  acquired  the  art  of  telling  a 
story  well,  and  to  some  purpose.  Those  eventful  days  in  Norwich  have  more 
than  once  been  the  subject  of  fiction;  the  late  Mrs.  K.  Marshall  indulged  an 
unfulfilled  hope  that  she  might  in  this  way  make  use  of  Rett's  Uebelliun.  We 
question  very  much  whether  a  better  local  romance  has  ever  been  written,  or 
that  anyone  else  will  venture  to  touch  the  story  from  the  side  of  fancy.  Kett 
has  never  seemed  to  us  a  model  reformer,  neither  can  we  associate  him  with 
such  gentle  ways  and  means  as  does  Mr.  Tansley,  who  would  have  us  regard 
him  as  a  most  estimable  person  and  a  born  leader  of  men,  Neither  can  we 
agree  in  thinking  that  the  religious  side  of  the  turmoil  was  practically  non¬ 
existent;  among  the  agitators  were  doubtless  those  who  represented  a  no 
insignificant  section  who  were  terribly  in  earnest  in  regard  to  the  sorely. smitten 
Church.  While  the  story  abounds  with  thrilling  episodes  and  deeds  of  daring, 
there  are  some  passages  that  charm  us  with  their  tenderness. 

English  Church  Brasses  from  thb  Thirteenth  to  the  Seventeenth 
Century.  By  Ernest  R.  SuflSing.  I/indon  :  Upcott  Gill.  There  is,  we  certainly 
think,  a  place  for  this  goodly-sized  volume,  although  there  are  some  who  possibly 
may  not  share  our  opinion.  As  “a  manual  for  antiquaries,  archaeologists,  and 
collectors,”  it  will  prove  acceptable  to  many,  chiefly  owing  to  the  fact  that  several 
of  the  examples  are  here  illustrated  for  the  first  time,  and  East  Anglians  will 
find  much  to  interest  them  by  reason  of  the  author's  acquaintance  with  the 
district  and  the  great  number  of  illustrations  of  brasses  there  found.  Several 
matters  are  introduced  that  find  no  particular  place  in  similar  works,  and  the 
orderly  arrangement  throughout  is  commendable  and  helpful.  The  author  is 
clearly  an  enthusiast,  and  we  cannot  but  appreciate  the  ardour  and  zeal  that 

‘  *  Clearly  a  transcriber’s  misreading. — Ed. 
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are  conspicuous  throughout  his  undertaking,  hut  to  our  mind  certain  portions  of 
the  book  would  possess  a  higher  value  had  they  passed  through  the  hands  of 
some  competent  scholar.  We  refer  to  such  matters  as  involve  the  niceities  of 
ecclesiastical  costume  and  order  which  frequently  call  for  exact  and  discriminating 
knowledge  probably  po.ssessed  by  few,  who,  however  active  in  the  art  of  brass- 
rubbing,  are  not  necessarily  authorities  in  any  true  sense  of  the  word,  upon 
intricate  points  of  Church  lore.  We  would  only  give  a  single  instance  of  this 
drawback,  viz.,  the  remarks  regarding  cbri.som  children,  which  are  absolutely 
misleading.  To  say  that  chrisom  children  were  “unchristened  babies”  is  to 
adopt  a  crude  and  unlettered  opinion  at  best,  although  wo  are  ready  to  suppose 
that  in  some  rare  instance,  where  a  swathed  infant  is  pictured  on  a  brass),  death 
may  have  taken  place  ta-fore  the  child  w.is  arrayed  in  the  chrisom.  .'singularly 
enough  Mr.  Suilling  has  omitted  to  mention  the  only  known  brass  that  actually 
describes  the  departeii  child  as  a  chrisom  (at  Chesham  Ibds,  Bucks.),  neither  is 
the  Ijavenham  brass  (illustrate*!  and  descriWd  some  years  ago  in  the  Auglxan) 
referred  to.  It  will  Iw  found  that  the  Chesham  Hois  brass  has  practically  brought 
the  term  into  u>e  so  far  us  the  effigies  similarly  displayed  are  concerned.  The 
Hlicking  e.xample  of  .\nne  -Aslley,  with  the  twin  children,  is  figured  in  Mr.  Suffling's 
book,  but  who  is  to  say  positively  that  these  infants  are  to  be  accounted  “  chrisoms  ”  * 
So,  too.  a  brass  at  Teynham  of  two  children,  “  one  shown  as  a  chrysom  ”  (dead), 
“the  other  being  shown  alive."  really  repre.sent  the  one  as  dying  in  infancy  while 
the  other  one  lived  to  grow  up.  We  have  not  hesitated  to  point  out  a  class  of 
defects  th.at  undoubtedly  militiite  against  a  wide  acceptance  of  the  book  ;  let  these 
l>e  but  remedied  by  oirefiil  revision,  and  we  shall  then  have  an  excellent  manual. 
The  clo.sing  chapters  on  “Copying  Hrasses.”  “  Mounting  and  Classifying,”  ‘'The 
lax-jtlities  of  Brasses,”  and  "  Bibliography  of  Brasses”  will  be  found  serviceable. 
Altogether,  we  are  bound  to  say  that  the  volume,  amply  illustrated,  well  and 
clearly  printed,  and  fully  indexed,  is  a  not  unworthy  addition  to  the  literature  of 
this  particular  class  of  memoriais,  dear  no  less  to  the  adr.anced  antiquary  than  to 
the  young  student. 

CiiRosiCLKs  op  Thf.kf.kton,  \  SuppoLK  ViLLAOH.  By  II.  M.  Doughty. 
With  Illustrations  and  Maps.  I.oiulon:  Macmillan  &  Co.,  Limited.  The  annals 
of  a  country  parish,  genenilly  like  the  place  itself,  are  unobstriisive,  and  until 
some  intelligent  and  devoted  worker  bestirs  himself  the  life  of  the  village  in 
byegone  times  is  apt  to  be  buried  in  an  undeserved  obscurity.  Theberton  finds  a 
careful  historian  in  Mr.  Doughtv,  who  has  evidently  made  diligent  search  in  every 
available  quarry  for  f.acts  and  illustrative  material,  which  are  admirably  set  out. 
Just  beyond  the  parish,  I.eist<>n  .\bbey  (the  crumbling  walls  of  which  are  still  in 
evidence)  asserted  itself,  and  the  story  of  '1  heberton  is  largely  bound  up  with  the 
religious  house  of  the  I’remonstratensian  order.  The  monks  of  liciston,  after  137”, 
presented  to  the  lieiiefice.  aiui  forthwith  priH-eeded  to  acquire  an  ‘‘appropriation," 
us  the  manner  then  w-as.  anil  the  convent  agreed  to  pay  a  {lension  of  four  shillings 
to  the  Sacrist  of  Norwich  Cathedral  annually.  There  is  much  interesting  matter 
in  connection  with  this  “appropriation.”  The  church  of  Theberton  is  a  reed- 
thatched  building  with  a  round  tower  and  octagonal  tup.  We  miss  anything  like 
an  adequate  description  of  the  parish  church,  which  we  regard  as  unfortunate. 
The  pleasant  gossipy  character  of  the  book  need  not  have  deterred  the  author 
from  such  an  account  as  could  easily  have  been  in  keening  with  his  story.  Of 
course  we  get  incidental  glimpses  of  the  church  scatttered  throughout  the  volume, 
and  the  illustrations  of  Norman  door,  font,  etc.,  are  very  acceptable,  but  something 
further  would  have  been  welcome.  However,  the  loss  of  the  ecclesiologist  is  the 
gain  of  the  ordinary  reader.  Mr.  Doughty  seems  to  be  unaware  of  the  fact  that 
William  Dowsing,  the  iconoclastic  visitor,  of  whose  deeds  he  speaks,  and  the 
William  Dowseing  of  Theberton.  who  was  among  the  witnesses  to  the  articles  of 
complaint  under  the  ordinance  that  ejected  ministers,  were  relatives.  The  family 
of  the  Jenneys  was  long  connected  with  Theberton.  the  last  member  of  which, 
Edmund  Jenney,  sold  the  manor  and  the  estate  in  1704.  There  is  much  else  in 
these  Chronicles”  that  we  should  wish  to  have  commented  upon  ;  as  it  is  we  can 
only  content  ourselves  by  a  hearty  recommendation  of  a  volume  which  it  has  been 
a  pleasure  to  read,  as  it  will,  we  trust,  hereafter  be  to  consult. 
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